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first, and he repeatedly urged the officers at every level not to
spare any effort to make the troops happy. This solicitude for the
welfare of the fighting man proved to be the key of his spectacu-
lar war successes in later years.
Humayun spent the summer of 1554 in Qandhar. His return to
Kabul in October was a signal that everything was set for the
planned march to Hindustan. Bairam Khan joined him shortly
afterwards. The Khan, who had been given in Qandhar the title
of Khan-i-Khanan, commanded respect for Lhis unflinching,
loyalty. His presence in Kabul was a shot in arm of nearly
thirty thousand troops assembled there. Akbar admired the Khan
as he did no other general. His courage, loyalty and singleness of
purpose were the three pillars on which rested the morale of the
expeditionary force. The prince often talked to him about organi-
zational and other connected matters. It became clear to Bairam
that Akbar was no ordinary prince; the Khan saw in him the-
making of a great general and a popular monarch.
One day when the Emperor was resting following a strenuous
chase in a hunt lasting several hours, the Khan told him:
Your Majesty, I am wonder-struck at the precocity of the Wall
Ahaad. Though young in years, he possesses the wisdom of Solo-
man and courage of Alexander. In the camp, the prince con*
ducts himself with the poise of a veteran general. His observa-
tions are uncanny, and seldom does he fail to admonish ineffi-
ciency and recognize merit. Even 'the most complex subtleties
of strategy are not lost upon him. The prince, it seems, is bless-
ed with many a hidden eye with which he scans the secrets of
man and nature. May the Almighty preserve him for ever. I
have no doubt that he is destined to reach the heights of great-
ness seldom scaled before. A place of honour and responsibility
need to be given him in the expedition at hand. He is the
shadow of God on earth. With him in the van, the outcome of
the campaign will never be in doubt.
Bairam's appraisal confirmed Humayun in his belief that Akbar
was an instrument of Divine will and power, and that he had
been sent to earth for the realization of a purpose bigger than
mere victories on the battlefield.
Fortified thus against doubts and  apprehensions  expressed